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THE ILLUSTRATED MAGAZINE OF ART. 



A WATCH OF THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY. 



Oub design represents a watch invented by Beaumarchais in 
the seventeenth century. It is accompanied by the key, seal, 
and chain, and is a very interesting specimen of horology at 
that period. In those days watches were formed after the 
strangest possible fashion, sometimes like an acorn, at others 
like an olive, a shell in a Latin cross : watchmakers racked 
their brains to devise a new, and in most cases, incommodious 
article, something that should be the most costly and at the 
same time the most conspicuous. Utility and convenience 
were things they did not consider in those good old times. 
There is a watch of Oliver Cromwell's still preserved, which is 



new plan, and by some slight alterations to make it his own. 
Hardily he maintained his pretensions to originality; Caron 
indignantly protested ; Paris was divided between the two 
claimants : the matter was referred to the Academy of Science. 
The evidence was very carefully prepared, and examined with 
the utmost attention. After a most minute inquiry, the illus- 
trious compiny declared that Pierre Augustin Caron was the 
inventor of the escapement, and pronounced their decision 
entirely in his favour. 

This was the first step and the first triumph of Beaumar- 
chais. He profited by the opportunity afforded him, in being 




WATCH AXD ArrEND.VCES OF THE SEVENTEENTH CENIUnY. 



about as cumbrous a machine as one could well imagine, but 
which was doubtless once considered a very fine specimen. 

In the eighteenth century the watchmaker Lepine invented 
a new method of regulating watches. It was a grand secret. 
His fame and fortune were both made. Watches constructed 
on the new principle were called Lepine watches. At the 
same time a young man, Pierre Augustin Caron, after much 
labour and expense, produced a new method of escapement, 
one which was remarkable for its completeness and simplicity, 
and which created a great sensation among all the watch- 
makers of that epoch. 

"When Lepaute, another skilful horologer, knew of the 
escapement of young Caron, he set to work to modify the 



called as a witness upon the tria], to exhibit his own skill in 
horology ; and so well pleased was Louis XV., that he named 
him henceforth as his watchmaker. Beaumarchais was em- 
ployed in the construction of a watch for Madame de Pompa- 
dour, which was the admiration of all the court. He had now 
the means of bringing forward his own improvements, and his 
unrivalled skill and constant perseverance rendered very great 
service to the art of horology, both in his days and in ours. 

In our engraving three views are given of one of those 
watches for which Beaumarchais was so justly celebrated. 
They present, together with the chain and other appurtenances, 
a very beautiful appearance, being richly engraved after the 
fashion of the period. 



